Salvage of limbs with vascular trauma.
In an eight-year period we treated 51 cases of vascular injury associated with fractures and/or dislocations or soft-tissue injuries of the limbs. We relied on a clinical diagnosis and immediate exploration of blood vessels rather than the time-consuming procedure of arteriography. All patients were operated on by the orthopaedic residents on duty and not by vascular surgeons. Only 17 (33%) were repaired within six hours of injury. Limb viability with good function was obtained in 38. Complications included six deaths, four amputations, two renal failures and delayed occlusion in one case.